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IIIU 0 y 2004 I stantially unifarro thickness and extending subsian- 

JUn "* u,/ ijaiiy over the entire sole area; 

said upper resilient inner sole portion being composed of 
a plurality of at least 50 separate resilient sections 
5 ananged in a grid pattern, said sections being remov- 
ably secured on their lower surfaces to said undalying 
flexible sheet and said sections together forming a 
substantially smooth surface for engagement by the 
foot, said sections being individually removable to 
provide localized pressure relief to selected areas of the 
foot; and 

aid sections being directly adjacent one another to form 
said grid; 

said grid pattern extending over substantially all of said 
upper inner sole member; 
' whereby one or a plurality of said sections may be 
removed at any desired area of the inner sole member 
to provide a relief zone corresponding to an afflicted 
zone of a foot 

2. A walker with pressure relief areas for the foot of a user. 
^ as defined in daim 1 wherein said upper resilient sole 

member includes at least 80 separate resiUcnt sections. 

3. A walker as defined in daim 1 wherein the inner sole 
portion has a central longitudinal axis, and wherein the inner 
sole portion is substantially symmetrical about said axis so 

25 that the walker may be used for cither the left or the right 
foot and ankle of the user. 

4. A walker as defined in daim 1 wherein said resilient 
sections are removably secured to said flexible sheet by 
hook and loop material; whereby said resilient sections may 

30 be easily removed and replaced. 

5. A walker as defined in claim 4 wherein some of said 
separate resilient sections arc taller than other of said sec- 
tions so that a user may arrange said taller sections to custom 
fit a foot. 

6. A walker as defined in daim 1 wherdn said underlying 
flexible sheet is substantially indentation-free. 

7. A walks as defined in Hnim i wlierein some of said 
separate resilient sections are lower density sections and 
some are higher density sections so that a user may arrange 
said higher density sections to create at least one zone of 

^ additional support for a foot 

8. A wallcer as defined In claim 1 wherein said walker 
further comprises an additional resilient pad having an 
aperture and an adhcsively-backcd lower surface for aoacfa- 
ing said additional pad to the xxppa: surface of a plurality of 

43 said removable sections, said additional pad providing a 
region of additional support for a foot 

9. A walker as defined in claim 1 wherein said walker 
further indudes an edema patdi comprising a patch of 
stretch matciifll having an adhesive layea- on a lower airface 

so thaeof for adhering the edema patch to a top surface of 
removable sections surrounding a relief zone fr<Hn which a 
user has removed other sections, such diat the edema patdi 
What is daimed is: covers the relief zone. 

1. A walker with pressure relief areas fOT the foot of a tiser, ^ walker as defined in ^«tm 9 whexein said edema 

said walker having a sole area extending substantially for the jj p^j^ further indudes a fluid-impcrmcable film layer over- 
cntirc area undeilying the foot of a user, comprising: jyj^g stretch material for preventing transmission of 

a walks' frame induding an outer sole and stmts extend- fluids through said edema patdi. 

ing from said sole upward; IL A walker as defined in daim I wherein said walker 

a soft goods support for cndosing the ankle, lower leg and further includes an edema patdi comprising a patch of 
at least a portion of the foot, said support bdng secured « fluid-impermcablc film having an adhesive layer on a lower 
to said frame; surface thereof for adhering the edema patch to a top surface 

an inner sole moimted in said soft good support, said inner of sections surrounding a rdicf zone from whi^ a user has 
sole induding an underlying flexible sheet extending removed other sections, sudi that the edema patdi covers the 
substantially over the entire sole area; and an i^ipcr relief zone. 

rcsiUent inner sdc member extending over and being 65 ir A walkff as defined in daim 11 whcreiti said edema 
removably secured to said underlying flexible sheet, patch further indudes a layer of stretch material ovcrlymg 
said upper resilient inner sole member having a sub- said film patdi. 
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13. A walker as defined in claim 1 wherein said s^urate 
resilient sections arc hexagonal 

14. A walloer as defined in claim 1 wherein said inner sole 
indudes a plurality of layers, with the layer closest to the 
foot being substantially softer and more resilient than other 
layers. 

15. A walker as defined in claim 1 further con^sising 
means connected to said support for extending around the 
instep to hold the foot back into said support and in 
engagement with said inner sole. lO 

16. A walker as defined in claim 1 wherein said inner sole 
extends to the rear beyond the heel of a patient and upward 
along and to the rear of the foot of the user. 

17. A walker as defined in claim 1 wherein hook and loop 
type fabric holds the support to the walker frame. is 

18. A walker as defined in daim 1 wherein said walker 
fimher comprises a bladder for containing air which is 
mounted in said walker above said outer sole, and wherein 
said inner sole is nxiunted above said bl^ldcr. 

19. Footgear with pressure relief areas for the foot said 20 
footgear having a sole area extending substantially fa- the 
entire area underlying the foot of a user comprising: 

an outer sole; 

an inner sole extending substantially over the entire sole 
area mounted in said foo^ear above said outer sole, ^ 
said inner sole having a plurality of independently 
vetticalty movable sections arranged in a grid pattern, 
said indq}endently vertically movable sections having 
lower surfaces which arc mounted within said footgear 
and said sections together form a substantially smooth ^° 
surface for engagement by the foot; 

means for independently modifying support of the foot 
protvided at each section location; 

said resiUent sections being directly adjacent one another 35 
to form said gad; and 

said ^d of resilient sections cosmprising substantially all 
of said inner sole and extending over substantially all of 
said sole area; 

wherein said resilient sections have a hei^t, a width and 
a depth, said height being greater than said width and 
depth. 

20. Footgear as defined in claim 19 wherein said means 
for independently modifying the support of the foot com- 
prises independent mechanical retention elements. 

21. Footgear with pressure reUef areas for the foot, 

ij,i n( p ri^) ng! 

an outer sole; 

an inner sole mounted in said footgear above said outer ^ 
sole, said inner having a plurality of independently 
vertically movable sections arranged in a grid pattern, 
said independently vertically movable sections having 
lower surfaces which are mounted within said footgear 
and together form a substantially smooth surface far 
engagement by the foot; 

means for indq)endently modifying the support of the 
foot provided at each section location; 

said resilient sections being directly adjacent one another 
to form said ^d; and fio 

said grid of resilient sections comprising substantially all 
of said inner sole; 

wherein said resilient sections have a hcigjit, a width and 
a depth, said height being greater than said width and 
depth; and 



said means for indqiendently modifying die support of 
the foot comprising independent pneumatic sections 
whidi a user may puncture to d^ate, 

22. Foo^ear with pressure relief areas for the foot said 
footgear having a sole area extending substantially for the 
entire area underlying the foot of a user, comprising: 

an outer sole. 

an inner sole extending substantially over the entire sole 
area mounted in said footgear above said outer sole, 
said inner sole having a plurality of removable sections 
that are removable mounted in said footgear and that 
are arranged in a grid pattern said removable sections 
having lower surfaces which are removable secured 
within said footgear and said sections together fcffming 
a substantially smooth surface for engagement by the 
foot said sections being individually removable from 
said footgear to provide localized relief to sdected 
areas of the foot; 

said resilient sections being directly adjacent to one 
another to form said grid, with substantially no space in 
between said sections except when at least one of said 
sections has been removed; and 

said grid of resilient sections conqirising substantially all 
of said inner sole and extending substantially over the 
entire sole area; 

wherein said footgear ftnthcr con^rises a bladder for 
containing fluid, mounted in said footgear above said 
outer sole, and said removable sections are mounted in 
said footgear above said bladder. 

23. Footgear with [sessure relief zones for the foot, said 
footgear having a so^ area extending substaatially for the 
entire area underlying the foot of a user, comprising: 

an aata sole; 

an inner sole extending substantially over the entire sole 
area mounted in said footgear above said outer sole, 
said inner sole having a plurality of sepaxate individu- 
ally m(^ile resilient sections ananged in a grid pattern, 
said sections being removable secured on each of their 
lower surfaces to an undedying flexible sheet such that 
a user may disengage a lower surface of one or more of 
said sections from said flexible sheet for removal from 
said footgear, said resilient sections forming a surface 
for engagement by a foot; 

said resilient sections being direcUy adjacent one another 
to f<»m said grid and extending over substantially all of 
said sde area; and 

an edema patdi for covering an open space left ai%er a user 
has removed at least one mobile section from saM grid, 
said edema patdi coniprising an upper patch body 
having a lower siuface and an adhesive layer on said 
lower surface for adhering saM patch to mobile resilient 
sections surrounding the open space; 

wherein said footgear ftnthcr comprises a bladder for 
containing fluid, mounted in said footgear above said 
outer sole, and said resilient sections are mounted in 
said footgear above said bladder; ^ 

wherdjy one or a plurality of said adjacent sections may 
be removed at any desired area of the iimcr sole to 
provide relief corresponding to an afOicted zone of the 
foot, said edema patch being placed over the removed 
sections to apply pressure to the afflicted zone of the 
foot thereby preventing fluids from building up 
therein. 



